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SADDLEWORTH


Parish Council













20th January 2026
To:   All Members of the Saddleworth Parish Council
Dear Sir/Madam
You are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Parish Council to be held at Denshaw Village Hall on Monday 26th January 2026 at 7.30pm for the purpose of conducting the under mentioned business.
Yours faithfully
K E Allott
Clerk to the Council                 
AGENDA
Welcome by the Chair & Affirmation

1. To receive apologies for Absence
2. To receive Declarations of Interest
3. To Receive Public Questions 
· Christmas Eve Tractor Drive - support from Parish Council requested for this event to go ahead. 
4. Correspondence
· Saddleworth Parish Council Response to the Transport And Works Act Order (TWAO) Stalybridge to Diggle and acknowledgment received. 
5. Presentation by Kate Hanley RSPB – Rain Catchment
6. To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24 November 2025 
7. To note the minutes of the Assets Management Committee Meeting held 10 November 2025
8. To note the minutes of the Communications Committee Meeting held 20 November 2025
9. To note the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held 20 November 2025
10. To note the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 01 December 2025
11. To note the minutes of the Traffic, Transport & Environment Committee meeting held 15 December 2025
12. To note the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 06 January 2026
13. To note the minutes of the Asset Management Committee meeting held on 13 January 2026
14. Motion proposed by the Traffic, Transport & Environment Committee - Policy Proposal on Moorland Management, Game Shooting and Access.
   Proposed Cllr K Phillips, seconded Cllr J Garner.

The Environment and Traffic Committee calls upon Saddleworth Parish Council to: 

1. Place on record the Parish Council’s appreciation of the good work undertaken by the RSPB and United Utilities through their partnership working with Moors for the Future, by planting over one million plugs of Sphagnum Moss, creating a network of ‘leaky dams’, planting shelter belts of natural deciduous woodland and thereby restoring the natural ecology of the peat moorland and mitigating the risk from wildfires. 
2. Express its deep concern to United Utilities that they have repeatedly failed to enact their own stated policy regarding game shooting, by continuing to allow commercial shoots to take place on UU land above Yeoman Hey and alongside Greenfield Reservoir and Greenfield Brook, thus removing the public’s legal right to roam on Open Access land by temporarily physically obstructing access land in the Peak District National Park, including in the RSPB’s lease area. 
3. Engage in dialogue with the Peak District National Park authority to ensure that any lawful commercial shooting activity that is carried out around Dove Stone and neighbouring designated Open Access land is only allowed to restrict access following the legally prescribed process, with due notification of the public, and for the maximum number of days set out in the CRoW Act (ie 28 days p.a.). 
4. Require United Utilities to consult the Parish Council if it intends to continue to allow commercial shooting to take place on its land, so that the interests of the wider public can be represented and considered when making any future risk assessments about restricting public access to open land for walkers and bird watchers. 

15. Spirit of Saddleworth (Requested by the Communications Committee, to agree to a sub-committee including none councillors, to manage this project) 
16.  Dry Stone Wall Project Castleshaw – for Information (Councillor Al-Hamdani)

17.  Approval of the 2026-7 Budget Proposal and Precept Request (Appendix 2)
18.  Approval of the Financial Strategy Policy 2026 
19.  Accounts for Payment November 2025 Income £8,135.90 Expenditure £49,593.69
 Accounts for Payment December 2025 Income £4,101.70 Expenditure £40,869.01 
        Payments List, see appendix 1

     Date of the next meeting Monday 23rd February 2026 at 7.30pm (Civic Hall)


























Appendix 1 

[image: ]

[image: ]


Appendix 2 2026-27 Budget Proposal and Precept request
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December 25 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

02-Dec-25 AMAZON Ballroom Wall Clock  307 21.24

03-Dec-25 COOP Office Milk 169 1.75

12-Dec-25 SALARIES  Admin - 12/25 103 5,987.78

12-Dec-25 SALARIES  Civic  - 12/25 301 7,140.27

12-Dec-25 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 12/25 441 98.40

12-Dec-25 SEFTONS  Payroll - 11/25 161 48.00

12-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee 169 11.98

12-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 28/11/25 102 8.10

12-Dec-25 INFINITY IT Office 365 Monthly Fee - KP/CL - 11/25 110 7.20

12-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Door Stops 307 5.98

15-Dec-25 WATER PLUS  Water - Credit re 9/25 (billed 10/25) 321 (554.61)

15-Dec-25 WATER PLUS  Water - Rebill 9/25 + 10/25 (2 months) 321 1,164.35

15-Dec-25 WATER PLUS  Water 11/25 321 606.55

15-Dec-25 OMBC Rates - Cemetery 211 48.00

15-Dec-25 OMBC General Rates - Civic Hall 304 1,160.00

15-Dec-25 OMBC Refuse collection 308 274.20

15-Dec-25 CARTRIDGE PEOPLE Lockable Desk Pedestal - KA 111 143.94

15-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

16-Dec-25 OMBC - ELECTION Greenfield By-Election - Jan 2025 113 12,894.13

16-Dec-25 MATT BOWDEN ROOFING Civic Hall Roof Repairs 312 1,000.00

16-Dec-25 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 11/25 -  to 23/11/25 302 931.60

16-Dec-25 FIRE FORCE UK  Fire risk Assessment - 3/11/25 307 600.00

16-Dec-25 SITE MANAGER  (Nat Tool Hire) Scaffolding Hire - Speaker repair/Lighting 312 174.24

18-Dec-25 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 96.22

18-Dec-25 OMBC Pest Control 308 30.00

19-Dec-25 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 11/25 - to 1/12/25 303 679.27

22-Dec-25 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 11/25 103 1,608.89

22-Dec-25 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 11/25 301 1,365.78

22-Dec-25 ICO  Information Commissioners Office - Subscription 119 47.00

23-Dec-25 PAUL BRIERLEY  Civic Hall PA/Speaker Repair 312 350.00

23-Dec-25 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 11/25 -23/11 to 2/12/25 302 275.83

23-Dec-25 BNP PARIBAS LEASING  Copier Lease (Quarterly) 105 182.46

24-Dec-25 MBHARRINGTON  Cemetery weed killing treatment x 3 (as per SLA) 201 594.00

24-Dec-25 MBHARRINGTON  Repair to Uppermill Notice board 415 78.00

24-Dec-25 MBHARRINGTON  Repair to Austerland Bus Shelter flashing 416 210.00

24-Dec-25 MBHARRINGTON  H35N Ashes Interment - 20/11/25 206 65.00

24-Dec-25 MBHARRINGTON  L19N Ashes Interment -  4/11/25 206 65.00

24-Dec-25 DAVID J THOMASSON Allotments Knotweed Treatment - 2nd 50% 432 297.50

24-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 24/12/25 102 8.10

24-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Christmas Tree Lights (tree in bottom hall) 111 12.00

24-Dec-25 STAFF EXPENSES Xmas Council Meeting Refreshments 162 9.15

31-Dec-25 GMPF Pensions - Admin - 12/25 103 1,579.62

31-Dec-25 GMPF Pensions - Civic - 12/25 301 879.04

31-Dec-25 ONE WINDOW CLEANING Civic Hall window cleaning x2 10 & 12/25 306 265.00

31-Dec-25 PROTEC SECURITY Security - Staxx of Soul - 1/11/25 318 237.60

31-Dec-25 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (38) - 12/25 120 121.20

31-Dec-25 NAT WEST Bank Charges 30/8/25 - 28/11/25 168 37.60

47

40,869.01           
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Saddleworth Parish Council - Proposed Budget 2026-27

Council Meeting Mon 26/1/26

Proposed 

Budget        

2026-27

 Budget        

2025-26

Notes

Precept

Tax base (Houses) per OMBC 12/12/23 9,877 9,490 Inc 387

Precept/House £29.78 £28.36 Inc £1.42

Precept Total £294,122 £269,141 Inc 5.0%

Precept £294,122 £269,141

Grant £13,490 £13,490

Short Fall - Reserves £0 £12,000

Total Funding £307,612 £294,631

(0) (1)

Code Description £ £

Communications Committee

404 Christmas Illuminations

                450                  600 

Per SA-H email / CC meeting 20/11/25

405 Saddleworth in Bloom

                450                  600 

Per SA-H email / CC meeting 20/11/25

440 Web-site & public communications

                850                  370 

Per SA-H email / CC meeting 20/11/25

441 Advertising & promotions              1,100               1,056  Per SA-H email / CC meeting 20/11/25

442 Copywriting

             1,000               1,000 

Per SA-H email / CC meeting 20/11/25

490 Miscellaneous

                500                  750 

Per SA-H email / CC meeting 20/11/25

             4,350               4,376 

Environment Committee

412 Environmental improvements

                150                  150 

As 25-26 - confirmed at TTE meeting 15/12/25

429 Bulbs & plants

                350                  350 

As 25-26 - confirmed at TTE meeting 15/12/25

                500                  500 

Assets Management  Committee - CEMETERY

201 Cemetery Maintenance

14,000 12,000

203 Grave digging / Burials

5,625 4,079

Assume 15@£375 - assumes  MB £360+4%

206 Interment of ashes

1,170 1,143

Assume 4 x Grave Ashes + 2 x Slippers +4%

211 Rates

504 500

25-26 £48+5%, say £50/m for 10m

289 Transfer to Cemetery Reserve

2,000 1,643

TBC - £2k transfer/ 25-26 is £1.6k?

290 Refund of charges

- -

Balancing figure to break even £5741 removed - agreed FC 16/1/26

           23,299             19,365 

Income

610 Headstone Rights

(2,420) (2,100)

Assume 10 x £230 + 2x£60

620 Burials / grave digging

(15,750) (11,940)

Assume 15 x £1050

630 Grave reservation

(7,350) (5,970)

Assume 7 x £1050

640 Interment of ashes

(3,520) (2,000)

Assume 10 x £230 (Grave) + 2 x £610 (Slippers)

(29,040) (22,010)

5% price increase ageed at Assets 10/11/25

Assets Management  Committee - CIVIC HALL

301 Pay

86,508 85,597 Assumed 4.5% Inc 

302 Electricity

15,900 15,883 As 25-26 / 2 year contract

303 Gas

10,250 10,233 As 25-26 / 2 year contract

304 Rates - General

12,560 11,960

5% agreed Assets M 10/11/25

305 PPE

550 515

Refresh required / new staff

306 Cleaning and cleaning materials

2,913 4,000

No big spends on appliances anticipated. Reduced price SLA still in place 

/£87 #3 saving  

307 R&R - Routine Work service

12,600 12,000

all routine maintenance, routine servicing, FRA (fire risk assessment) tree 

survey included. 

308 Refuse collection & pest control

3,600 3,350

only expecting a small increase in SLA charges

311 R&R - Renewals & Improvements

23,000 15,000

Incl Furniture refurbishment £3k, stairs & bar flooring £10k, FRA work £5k, 

which may be required following the review. Nothing yet in the figure for 

ballroom refurb. Plus £5k for other priorities, ie sound, lighting sytems. 

312 R&R Reactive Maintenance

8,000 7,000

Aging building, suggest additional £1k on LY (#1 was £9k)

316 Hygiene

1,790 1,700

318 Security staff

8,000 9,500

See contra in code 730

319 Loan repayment 

27,330 31,784

loan repayment schedule

320 Interest on Loan

12,829 13,975

loan repayment schedule

321 Warter Usage

6,500 5,324

Increased charges

324 Licence fees

2,100 1,160

25-26 £2001 (Alcohol £180 / PPL/PRS £1821) + 4% // PPl/PRS reassessed in 25-26

325 Hospitality / catering

200 250 H1 RR

370 Contribution to Major Repairs Reserve

60,000

Includes £40k for replacement lift & £20k Civic Hall Refurb. Funding, loan, 

reserves being investigated - assumed equal grants received in Code 830

294,630 229,231

Income

710 Deposits - current year

711 Deposits - next year

720 Hire of Hall - current year

(45,300) (60,000)

721 Hire of Hall - next year

-

730 Security staff

(8,000) See contra in code 318

(53,300) (60,000)

Assets Management  Committee - OTHER

125 Community Toilets

             3,600               3,600 

Community Toilets Cost only / Excludes new Signage

415 Noticeboards

400 600

431 Bus Shelters

350 300

432 Allotments

600 500

433 Dawson's Field

2,100 2,500

Grass cutting 8 x £220 + other maintenance

434 Red Telephone Kiosks

150 250

7,200 7,750

Income

830 Grants/external funding

(60,000)

831 Income from allotment holders

(905) (881)

(60,905) (881)

Finance Committee - ADMINISTRATION

101 Chairman's allowance

             1,850               1,850 

As 2025-26  - will be revisited in the 2027-28 budget exercise

102 Car mileage & transport

                200                  165  H1 RR + 4%

103 Pay

           97,248             91,246  Assumed 4.5% Inc 

105 Printing, Photocopying & Stationery

             2,200               3,100  H1 RR + 4%

106 Advertising - Recruitment

                400                  600  As per 2024-25

107 Postage & Telephones

             2,130               2,500  H1 RR + 4%

108 Insurance

             5,740               4,600 

25-26 Actual £5512.44 + 4% / Insurance to be tendered this year

109 Audit fee

             2,180               1,835  25-26 act is £2094 (£834 IA / £1260 EA) =4%

110 IT Support

             1,820               1,750  25-26 + 4%

111 Office equipment

                200                  310  Old equipment - needs refreshing

112 Chairman's Regalia                 900                  900  25-26 + 4% / H1 includes prior chairman/consort medals

113 Elections

             5,000               5,000  As 25-26 

119 Subscriptions

             3,250               3,120  24-25 LV 3123 +4% (H1-Loaded / 150 H2 Prime / ICO)

120 Consultancy

             1,975               1,898  Elcons HR £121.2/mth + 4% =£1510  / Poss Occ Health 

121 Neighbourhood Plan

-           1,500                    -    £1.5k NP Reserve taken - Agreed FC meet 15/1/26

124 Staff Training

                750               1,000  Biannual training required

126 Councillor training

                100                  100  As 2025-26 

128 Van, petrol and tools

                  15                    -    Leaf Blower fuel (£7 in 10/25)

160 Civic Ball

             4,000                    -    Assume break even

161 Payroll Service

                600                  600  As 25-26 ie £48/month + 4%

162 Other Civic Functions

                  90                  135  H1 RR + 4%

168 Bank Charges

                200                  155  H1 RR  / Sum Up card facility

169 General office expenses

                200                  185 

190 Miscellaneous

                  -                      -   

         129,548           121,049 

Income

520 Bank interest

(1,670) (2,000) H1 RR + 4%

549 Rochdale United Charity

(3,000) (2,750) Agreed FC meet 20/11/25

560 Civic Ball

(4,000) Assume break even

(8,670) (4,750)

Finance Committee - GRANTS

Expenditure

401 Grants

- -

- -

Sub-Total 307,612 294,631

Contingency 0 0

Grand Total 307,612 294,631
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November 25 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

03-Nov-25 PUBLIC WORKS LOANS Capital Repayment 319 10,500.40

03-Nov-25 PUBLIC WORKS LOANS Interest 320 6,778.06

03-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY Motown Night- 26/9/25 318 239.40

03-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY Oktoberfest 4/10/25 318 228.00

03-Nov-25 JWS ELECTRICAL  External Lighting repairs 312 324.60

03-Nov-25 CHRIS LEES/B&Q Cleaning Consumables 306 14.10

04-Nov-25 PPL/ PPS  Music Licence 17/10/25 - 16/10/26 324 1,821.41

04-Nov-25 RBL POPPY APPEALL 3 X Wreaths - Remembrance 112 75.00

04-Nov-25 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 11/25 440 60.72

04-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee / Hand Soap 169 13.00

04-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

05-Nov-25 ARCHWAY INTERIORS Replace damaged internal ceiling tiles 311 861.90

05-Nov-25 FURNITURE AT WORK Folding Tables x 5 311 732.00

05-Nov-25 DEFIBRILLATORS SL Defib Pads - CR Plus Peadiatric 307 109.00

07-Nov-25 CENTRE GLASS  Cleaning Consumables 306 201.90

07-Nov-25 SEFTONS  Payroll - 10/25 161 48.00

13-Nov-25 LIMB To LIMB TREE SERVICESTree management at the cemetery 201 1,200.00

13-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY SVO Presentation - Uppermill - 10/10/25 318 125.40

13-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY SVO Presentation - Diggle - 10/10/25 318 148.20

13-Nov-25 BUCKLE J SON  Dawsons Field & Red Row grass cuts 10/25 433 220.00

13-Nov-25 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 11/25 441 98.40

13-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

13-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

14-Nov-25 SALARIES  Admin - 11/25 103 4,693.52

14-Nov-25 SALARIES  Civic  - 11/25 301 4,936.57

14-Nov-25 STAPLES Stationery  105 47.56

17-Nov-25 SUMUP Sum Up charge for booking 1.7% 168 0.73

17-Nov-25 OMBC Rates - Cemetery 211 48.00

17-Nov-25 OMBC General Rates - Civic Hall 304 1,160.00

17-Nov-25 OMBC Refuse collection 308 274.20

17-Nov-25 OMBC Pest Control 308 30.00

17-Nov-25 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 10/25 -  to 29/10/25 302 779.20

18-Nov-25 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 10/25 - to 31/10/25 303 289.59

20-Nov-25 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 109.02

21-Nov-25 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 10/25 103 2,032.42

21-Nov-25 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 10/25 301 927.08

24-Nov-25 MBHARRINGTON  Remove DobX phone box and make safe (claim insurance) 312 300.00

24-Nov-25 MBHARRINGTON  Lime Kiln bus stop barriers (claim insurance) 312 48.00

24-Nov-25 MBHARRINGTON  Civic hall frontage - replace bollard and relay flags 312 312.00

24-Nov-25 MBHARRINGTON  I38N Burial - 4/11/25 203 360.00

24-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY SVO Presentation - SASL - 18/10/25 318 125.40

24-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY Rickey Casey Trust Benefit Concert - 24/10/25 318 273.60

24-Nov-25 CAPRICORN SECURITY Tracy Johnson/SSD Dance Show - 25/10/25 318 125.40

24-Nov-25 INFINITY IT IT Support - 10/25 110 13.50

24-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

25-Nov-25 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Fire Alarm repairs 312 1,496.59

25-Nov-25 LINK FIRE/SECURITY New Video Entry Security System 311 1,500.00

25-Nov-25 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene 316 158.14

25-Nov-25 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (37) - 11/25 120 121.20

25-Nov-25 DAVE TALBOT-CEDAR Civic Hall Grass Cutting  10/25 307 100.00

25-Nov-25 COOP Office Milk 169 1.85

26-Nov-25 RHODES & SONS  Civic Hall Car Park re marking 311 840.00

26-Nov-25 PURE-TECH UK LTD Replace 5l Water Heater 312 526.68

26-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 25/11/25 102 8.10

28-Nov-25 GMPF  Pensions - Admin - 11/25 103 1,136.78

28-Nov-25 GMPF  Pensions - Civic - 11/25 301 729.74

28-Nov-25 BIBBY RE EDMONDSON Annual inspections & repairs - Staging/lighting rig/harness points 307 504.00

28-Nov-25 CUMBRIA CLOCK  Annual Civic Hall Clock service 307 222.00

28-Nov-25 STAFF EXPENSES Council Xmas Social Refreshments 162 61.40

28-Nov-25 UNIVERSAL LAUNDRY SSD Dance show (recharged) 306 56.50

30-Nov-25 ZURICH INSURANCE Insurance 25-26 - Qtr 3/4 to 28/2/26 108 1,378.11

30-Nov-25 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 12/25 440 60.72

62

49,593.69           



      20 th   January 2026   To:   All Members of the Saddleworth Parish Council   Dear Sir/Madam   You are hereby summoned to attend the  Ordinary Council Meeting   of the  Parish Council   to be  held  at   Denshaw Village Hall   on   Monday 26 th   January 2026   at 7.30pm   f or the purpose of  conducting the under mentioned business.   Yours faithfully   K E Allott   Clerk to the Council                    AGENDA   Welcome by  the C hair   &  A ffirmation     1.   To receive apologies for Absence   2.   To receive Declarations of Interest   3.   To Receive Public Questions       Christmas Eve Tractor Drive  -   support from Parish Council   requested for this event  to go ahead.    4.   Correspondence      Saddleworth Parish Council  Response to the  Transport And Works Act   Order  (TWAO)   Stalybridge to Diggle   and acknowledgment received.    5.   Presentation by   Kate Hanley RSPB   –   Rain Catchment   6.   To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council  Meeting   held on  24 November   2025     7.   To note the minutes of the  Assets Management  Committee Meeting held  10  November 2025  

 

 

 

